Growth pro
..
40 .i-: .. Sucrose concentration in the beet roots increased most rapidly during June and July (9, 14) . The extent of the yield loss caused by early harvest will depend upon the time of actual harvest and the time that the roots would normally be harvested (11, 13) . Similar production data are plotted in Figure 4 using average values for the three years; but, in this case, the The main deterioration in quality of roots was in the suc rose concentration and sugar composition of the hard roots ( Table 2 ). The sucrose, as determined by the cold diges tion and gas chromatography methods, was greatly reduced along with the thin juice purity when compared with those (Table 3) . This increase in roots that Table 2 . continued. Table 3 . Effect of spring harvest on the quality of sugarbeet roots as affected by type of cover during the 1983-84 season. 
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